286            TOILSOME   MARCH  OF  THE  ARMY,

nal this observation: " The poor miserable starved
bullocks made out wonderfully, but some of the
spare carriages were not in before nine o'clock in
the evening*"

The army had now arrived within three miles
of the ground taken up by General Harris for the
siege of Seringapatam*

But this vast mass of men, stores, battering
guns,,  and followers, whose   success   depended
mainly upon their early arrival at the place to be
attacked, had not proceeded in the direct road,
but in an irregular and angular direction, so as
greatly to extend the distance to be marched*,
and to the selection of this circuitous line must
be attributed the comparative facility with which
the army had reached its present encampment,
because it had completely deceived the enemy,
and preserved forage and water for the army.
Their rate of marching, from the llth of February
to the 5th of April, had been only five miles per
day, and this, notwithstanding the attention of the
Commander-m-Chief  and his principal officers
was constantly directed to this most important
of his duties; and, notwithstanding his enemy
had offered no impediment to his inarch till after
the tanks at Achel had been seized, and a posi-
tion was taken up between Sultaunpet and Malla*
velly, on the 25th of March.

This slow progress was entirely owing to the

* Their daily progress is shown in the Appendix,